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ACTING III

THTR 320 – Section 01 – 3 Credits – Masquer Theatre
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays – 11 AM-12:50 PM
Instructor: John DeBoer
Email: john.deboer@umontana.edu
Phone: 406.243.2018
Office Hours: PARTV 111, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 1-2 PM

Course Overview

This class presents various acting techniques students can use to develop their own systematic
approach to scene work. Techniques emphasize partner dynamics, text analysis, and character
development, to enable students to make their own interesting and active choices within the
given circumstances of the script and navigate a professional rehearsal process. Scenes will
come from 21st century scripts and will encompass a wide variety of contemporary styles by a
diverse range of artists. Work in the class will be process-based, with the idea that there is no
right way a scene should be performed and that what we can learn and change as the text is
explored.

By the end of the semester, you must…
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

An enhanced approach to character creation and scenework with partners.
A demonstrated knowledge and application of a variety of approaches to a
contemporary text.
A fuller understanding of the level of work involved in preparing to act a role.
An increased range of choices to achieve your objectives.
Further development in regards to actor concentration, commitment and risk-taking.
An extension to your range of acting articulation and documentation.
A broadened exposure to contemporary theatre scripts.
A personalized methodology and procedure for rehearsal.

Textbooks and Required Materials
•
•
•

•
•

Cohen, Robert. Acting Power, Twenty-first Century Edition.
Other readings provided as PDF documents via Moodle.
Recording equipment with the ability to save video files to youtube or other streaming
services.
Clothes that support movement. Be prepared to work barefoot. If you must wear socks,
please wear those that have slip resistant padding. No Jeans!
Tickets to Theatre and Dance Productions. More information to come.

Attendance and Promptness

Attendance will be taken every day. Please do not come to class if you are sick. For information
regarding current COVID protocols visit:
https://www.umt.edu/curry-health-center/corona-virus.php

Acting is participatory: there is no way to learn without doing, no adequate substitute for a
missing partner, and no way to “make up” a missed experience. Absences can only be excused
if formal documentation is provided (examples include but are not limited to doctor's note,
court notice, obituary with travel itinerary) or if I am notified regarding a religious observance.
Furthermore, arriving late to class disrupts the learning process of your fellow students.
Therefore, tardiness in excess of 10 minutes will be considered a complete absence, and every
three instances of tardiness—of whatever duration—will equate to one absence.

Electronic Resources

In this class, we will embrace technology. Paper scripts are preferred but electronic scripts are
acceptable for tablework. Email is the required method of communication for the course. Please
check your university email and Moodle frequently.
Silence and stow unneeded electronic devices. If your device beeps or rings accidently during
class, please silence it as quickly as humanly possible. Don’t be embarrassed, just turn it off and
all will be forgiven.
Having said that anyone caught messaging or frivolously surfing the web will be dismissed
immediately from class, resulting in a complete absence for the day.

Evaluation

Your final grade in this course will be calculated based on the following areas evaluation and on
the following scale:
A
B
C
D
F

100 – 90%
89 – 80%
79 – 70 %
69 – 60%
59 and Below

Participation:
Performances
Assignments:

40%
40%
20%

Attendance Participation – 30%

You will receive a daily participation grade to evaluate your engagement with the work
undertaken that day. Your participation will be assessed on the following scale:
5-4
3
2
1
0

The student was actively participating in class, well prepared, and positively engaged
with the material and fellow classmates.
The student was late.
The student was unprepared, disruptive, or disrespectful.
The student was absent but had the courtesy to notify the instructor prior to missing
class. Please note, notification does not necessarily constitute documentation and your
final grade may still dropped.
The student was absent and provided no notification or documentation.

A solid work ethic is expected so high marks should be the norm. Poor work will stand out.
Students receiving low marks for participation should meet with me to discuss resolving the
problem.

Production Attendance

You are required to attend all School of Theatre & Dance theatre productions and attend the
“All-School Responses” after the show closes. Attendance will be taken at the talkbacks and we
will have an in-class discussion if time permits. Please be flexible as we are still scheduling these.

Skill Assessment

Your performance grades are my evaluation of how your skills have developed over the course
of the semester:
A
B
C
D
F

Superb Acting. The student has transcended the level of craft they brought to the
course, mastered the intellectual preparation, and has begun to play imaginatively “in
the moment.”
Good Skills. The student has mastered the intellectual preparation necessary to move on
to more advanced skills, made some basic advances in craft, but is not yet playing fully
“in the moment.”
Fair Work. The student is prepared intellectually for the work, and is making progress
with some skills, but stronger choices could be made and more practice is necessary.
Poor work. The student has not or is not prepared for the work and it is painfully
obvious to the both the student and audience.
Failure. The student has not or is not prepared at all, has made no specific choices, and
is wasting theirs and the audience’s time.

Performances must take place on the date noted on Moodle or assigned in class by the
instructor. Due to a tight schedule and limited class time, they may not be made up without
prior permission from the instructor.
Hopefully you will develop the skills necessary to begin playing “in the moment.” However,
participation is often not enough. You are expected to show growth in artistry by the semester’s
conclusion and achieve the outcomes laid out in the syllabus.

Assignments

Professional language and thoughtful composition are required. Points will be deducted if you
do not adhere to the highest standards of composition and citation. You are also expected to
apply the concepts and skills addressed to your performances throughout the semester.
Assignments may be turned in late for partial credit.

Statement of Empowerment

The School of Theatre and Dance recognizes that theatre and performance content and
processes can provoke; therefore, during a class or rehearsal, students can choose to remove
themselves from activities should they feel a threat to their well-being. Please communicate
with your instructor and/or stage manager as soon as you can, either prior to or soon after
leaving.
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Wellness

Personal considerations such as health, wellness, and/or other issues can interfere with a
student's ability to succeed and thrive in the university setting. For helpful resources, please
contact the Curry Health Center Counseling department at 406-243-4711 or schedule an online
appointment through the CHC Health Portal: www.umt.edu/hportal. For a crisis or for afterhours care, you can contact the emergency rooms at St. Patrick Hospital or Community Medical
Center; the National Suicide Lifeline: 1-800-273- 8255; or the Crisis Text Line: text MT to 741741. For University of Montana Financial Aid, call 406-243- 5373 or email faid@mso.umt.edu.
Please stay in communication with your faculty advisor and know that we are here to help. You
can call in anytime to our office hours (posted on office doors) or email us to set up an
appointment.

Procedure/Policy

All Theatre & Dance students must have an in-depth knowledge of the practices and procedures
outlined in the School of Theatre & Dance Student Handbook. The Handbook is available online
at http://www.umt.edu/umarts/theatredance/About/handbook.php.
There is inherent risk involved in many Theatre & Dance classes as they are very physical in
nature. Please proceed through class, shop time, or rehearsal with caution. Always be mindful of
your personal safety and the safety of others. Students participating in
class/shop/rehearsal/performance do so at their own risk.
Due to safety considerations, at no point during a student’s time spent in class or serving on a
production (in any capacity) should non-enrolled persons be guests of that student without my
consent. Presence of such unauthorized persons in a class, shop, or any backstage/off-stage
area will negatively affect a student’s grade.

Student Conduct Code

All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic
penalty by the course instructor and/or disciplinary sanction by the University. All students need
to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code. The Code is available for review online at
www.umt.edu/student-affairs/community-standards/default.php.

Accessibility
Students with disabilities may request reasonable modifications by contacting me. The
University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between
students with disabilities, instructors, and the Office for Disability Equality (ODE). “Reasonable”
means the University permits no fundamental alterations of academic standards or retroactive
modifications. For more information, please consult
https://www.umt.edu/disability/default.php.
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